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QUICK TIPS Subject Terms commonly used in MEL 

 

Below are some of the subject terms commonly used in the MEL collection. By starting with 
these terms, you’ll be one step closer to finding the information that you need!  
 
 

Looking for resources about? Please enter these words in 
the catalogue: 

Canada Aboriginal peoples in Canada  
 
(Resources that discuss First Nations, 
Métis and Inuit collectively) 

• Aboriginal peoples—Canada 

First Nations • First Nations 
• The name of the Nation (e.g. 

Cree, Ojibwa, Mohawk, Mi’kmaq, 
Piikani, Gitanyow, etc.) 

Inuit • Inuit 

Métis • Metis 
• The name of the Métis 

community (e.g. Paddle Prairie 
Metis Settlement) 

United 
States 

Aboriginal peoples in the United States 
 
(Resources that discuss Native 
Americans/American Indians, Alaska 
Natives/Native Alaskans and Native 
Hawaiians collectively) 

• Aboriginal Peoples—United States 

Native Americans/American Indians • Native Americans—United States 
• The name of the Native American 

Nation (e.g., Navajo, Shoshone, 
Ojibwa, Mohawk, etc.) 

Native Alaskans/Alaska Natives • Alaska Natives 
• The name of the nation (e.g. 

Aleuts, Inupiat, etc.) 

Native Hawaiians • Native Hawaiians 

North 
America 

Indigenous Peoples of North America  
 
(Resources that discuss the original 
inhabitants of North America, including: 
First Nations, Métis, Inuit, Native 
Americans, Native Hawaiians and Alaska 
Natives, or a combination thereof) 

• Indigenous Peoples of North 
America  

Other terms Traditional Knowledge, Traditional 
Ecological Knowledge, Indigenous 
Knowledge, Indigenous Ecological 
Knowledge, TEK, IEK 

• Indigenous Knowledge 

 


